
A PUBLICATION FOR MEMBERS OF THE COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION FALL 2017

M A K I N G  T H I S

HOUSE 
  HOMEA



T
IM

 O
’H

A
R

A
C

S
U

 P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
P

H
Y

PRESIDENT
Thad Smith (’74)
Life Member
 
PAST PRESIDENT 
Ross Thompson (’78)
Life Member

MEMBERS

Karen Bordner (M.B.A., ’04)
Life Member

Kathleen Henry (’70), Ex Officio 
Life Member

Kevin Keefe (’81)
Life Member

Nancy Kittridge (’87)
Life Member

Gary Langlie (’80)
Life Member

Constance O’Brien 
(B.S., ’00; M.B.A., ’13) 
Life Member

David Paton (’78)
Life Member

Lon Saavedra (’76)
Life Member

Eulanda Sanders (B.S., ’90; M.A., ’94)
Life Member

Hyoseop Woo (Ph.D., ’85)
Life Member

Jessica Wright (’04)
Life Member

2017-2018 Board 
of Directors



Mission of Around the Oval: To build  
relationships and conduct conversations  
with members of the CSU Alumni Association. 
 
EDITOR 
Amy Jo Miller 
 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 
Becky Jensen (’93) 
Tony Phifer 
Mark Schapker 
Whei Wong Howerton 
 
GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
Vance Sherwood (’99) 
Design intern: Christy Schuster (’18) 
 
COPY EDITOR
Betty Grace Mickey 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
CSU Photography
Tim O’Hara 
 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Kristi Bohlender 
Executive Director (B.S., ’93; M.B.A., ’95) 
 
Haley Katz
Associate Director of Membership and Giving 
 
Around the Oval is published twice  
a year by the CSU Alumni Association  
as a benefit of membership. 
 
Colorado State University 
7114 Campus Delivery
Fort Collins, CO 80523-7114
(800) 286-2586
(970) 491-6533 (phone)
(970) 491-0798 (fax)
csualumni@colostate.edu
alumni.colostate.edu 
 
© 2017 by Colorado State University.
All rights reserved 
 
An equal-access and equal-opportunity University

FALL 2017

INSIDE

Welcome Home, Rams!

What a whirlwind of change, excitement, and honor the past few months have been – 
opening your new home on campus in the Iris & Michael Smith Alumni Center, making 
history in the new stadium with a crushing 58-27 victory over the Oregon State 
Beavers, and getting to see so many of you back on campus for all of the fun! 

Speaking of getting to see you, we are eager to welcome you back for Homecoming 
and our Grand Opening to help us fill this new space with all the moments, all the 
memories, and all the community and camaraderie that make a house a home. You 

– our alumni family – breathe life into a place like this and make it the space it was 
always intended to be – home.

Throughout this issue, you’ll read all about the areas within the Smith Alumni Center 
and what to expect of this new tradition, starting with the grand welcome you’ll receive 
from Mindock Hall as you enter through the front doors. Here, you’ll find yourself 
surrounded by the CSU story as told through her graduates. Our beautiful University is 
home to some incredible people, each with a journey of his or her own, yet one shared 
by so many. You’ll lose yourself taking the trip through time, so plan to stay awhile!

Finally, I want you, as a member of the CSU Alumni Association, to know that you’re the 
inspiration behind all of this. Because of you, we’re able to really make a statement 
with this space – offering professional development, lifelong learning opportunities, 
and even student programming like never before. We are so grateful for your support 
in keeping CSU traditions strong. To learn about all the ways you can connect with your 
alma mater and be involved with the CSU Alumni Association, visit alumni.colostate.edu. 

 
Ram proud,

 
 
 
Kristi Bohlender, B.S., ’93; M.B.A., ’95, and Life Member

Your Membership Matters. 

Your Alumni Association membership is an investment in the past, present,  

and future of Colorado State University. You make it possible for us to connect  

more than 220,000 alumni to CSU in meaningful ways. Thank you! 

 
CSU ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEMBERS LIKE YOU MAKE THIS PUBLICATION POSSIBLE.

Join us on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter.
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EWHAT DEFINES US AS RAMS?  

Between that anxious moment we set foot on campus and 
the moment we don cap and gown, something happens to 
us. It’s more than an educational journey that ends with a 
degree. It’s an experience that unites us in tradition, pushes 
our boundaries, challenges our beliefs, roots us in the 

beauty of this special place, equips us for accomplishment 
and adversity, and makes us forever part of the alumni family.
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ON AUG. 24 AND 25 of this year, we made history; history that so many of 
you have been anxiously awaiting, some for decades. We opened the Iris 
& Michael Smith Alumni Center, hosted the kickoff to college football right 
here on our very own beautiful campus, and exemplified PROUD TO BE 
like never before. If you needed a reason to return to your alma mater, this 
is it. The energy pulsating through this campus on Game Day weekends is 
undeniable, and your home is at the heart of it all. 
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You know that feeling? The feeling of “new.” The 
butterflies in your stomach when you take your new 
car for a spin, or the goosebumps you get when you 
step into your new home? There’s adrenaline and 
excitement, and even anxiety, as you get those keys 
in your hands for the very first time.
 
That just about sums up how we feel about the Iris 
& Michael Smith Alumni Center. And we are eager to 
welcome you home to help us fill this new space with  

M A K I N G  T H I S
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I R I S  &  M I C H A E L  S M I T H  A L U M N I  C E N T E R
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MINDOCK HALL
Designed as a welcoming entrance to the Smith Alumni Center, 
Mindock Hall, named in honor of Peter J. Mindock (’72), is home to the  
Our Impact area, made possible by the Green and Gold Foundation, 
the Our Family area, made possible by the Tobin Johnston family, and 
the Proud to Be Wall, made possible by the Colorado State University 
Alumni Association board of directors and Old Main Circle. 

The soaring space features interactive displays that walk you down 
memory lane, reconnecting you to the University you love with stories 
about CSU’s history, alumni, and traditions. It’s also where you’ll find 
our Kids’ Zone, a fun space full of imagination for budding Rams!

 

RUDY & KAY GARCIA COLLABORATION ROOM
Equipped with Internet, a printer, and charging stations, this space 
lends itself to alumni passing through as a quiet work area to catch up 
on things. Reservations required.

EVENT HALL
As you enter the Event Hall and pass by the Model T area, made 
possible by Schrader Oil in honor of Wayne (’53) and Phyllis Schrader, 
be sure to take advantage of the one-of-a-kind photo opportunity! 

Then head over to the Hornung Family Alumni Welcoming Space 
to reminisce with fellow alumni around our fireplace that seems to 
make the expansive open space of the Event Hall feel warm and cozy. 

This 1,650-square-foot area is also available for rent, seating 
approximately 150 people for banquet-style events. 
 

everything that makes a house a home.  
	 “We couldn’t be more excited to 
welcome everyone to the Smith Alumni 
Center,” said Kristi Bohlender, executive 
director of the CSU Alumni Association. 
“Whether it’s Game Day or other 
special events, such as Homecoming 
& Family Weekend, we look forward 
to celebrating our Ram Pride and our 
traditions with our alumni and friends 
in our new home.”
	 The Smith Alumni Center opened its 
doors on Aug. 25, 2017, with an open 
house celebration and the kickoff to 

a new tradition in Football Fridays. 
Funded entirely by private donations, 
including a generous $3.5 million lead 
gift from Iris and CSU alumnus, Michael 
Smith, the beautiful, 20,000-square-foot 
facility is located on the northeast corner 
of the on-campus stadium. Home to our 
more than 220,000 living alumni, and 
nestled in the heart of our beautiful Fort 
Collins, Colo., campus, the Smith Alumni 
Center pays tribute to all that makes us 
proud to be CSU Rams. It’s a place for 
alumni, students, family, and friends to 
come together and celebrate in any one 
of these incredible spaces:

KEEPER OF TRADITIONS
Painting the A, firing the 
cannon, CAM the Ram, 
Homecoming – the Alumni 
Association is built on 
tradition, and the Smith 
Alumni Center brings those 
traditions home. Dedicated to 
preserving and honoring our 
green and gold legacy, this is a 
place where Ram Pride comes 
alive, and new memories are 
made. As such, one of our 
oldest traditions will ring new 
again in the Jim and Nadine 
Henry Family Tower, located 
just outside the main entrance 
to the Smith Alumni Center, 
and now home to the revered 
and refurbished Old Main 
Bell. See Page 16 for more on 
bringing the bell home.

TR
AD
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SEMINAR ROOMS
Join us for ongoing alumni-
focused programming and learning 
opportunities in our two seminar 
rooms. Also rentable spaces, our 
seminar rooms feature the ability to 
reconfigure into one larger classroom 
that can seat approximately 110 people.  

EXECUTIVE BOARDROOM/PATIO
The elegantly appointed executive 
boardroom features a large conference 
table, banquet bar, big-screen 
televisions, and access to our private 
outdoor patio. The room’s capacity of 
26 makes it a perfect space for your 
next meeting or staff retreat. 

ANN GILL STORYTELLING BOOTH
While you’re here, be sure to step into 
the Ann Gill Storytelling Booth to share 
your best CSU memories with us. You’ll 
even have the chance to post your 
video on your social networks using 
#CSUAlumniStories, and see others’ 
who’ve done the same!
 

CAM’S CORRAL
CAM the Ram now has his very own 
space outside the Smith Alumni Center. 
You’ll find him there during Alumni 
Association tailgates before home 
football games, ready and waiting to be 
the star of your next selfie!

It’s easy to see why the Smith Alumni Center should be your first stop 
anytime you return to campus. You’ll find the most current information
about business hours, tour times, special events, reservation details, 
and more at alumni.colostate.edu.

And staff can always be found in the Alumni Association offices, made 
possible in part, by Ren and Sharon Jensen. Thank you for your support 
as we embark on a new era of Ram Pride. Welcome home!

M A K I N G  T H I S
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Through  The Alumni Insurance Program®, Rams can take 
advantage of insurance plans that stay with you when you  
need them most, unlike many employer plans. 
  

Call 1-800-922-1245 today or visit www.TheAIP.com/rams 
for a full list of products including Life, Dental, ID Theft, Auto, 
Home, and  Travel.

7P9

If you’re going to buy office 
products, shop where you 
can support Colorado State.

Visit alumni.colostate.edu for details, or call the 
Alumni Association at (800) 286-2586.

NorthAmerican Van Lines offers a 60% discount for interstate  
moves and free replacement cost insurance.  
 
Contact Gordon Taylor at (800) 987-3608 and mention CSU.



Getting involved with your local 
Ram Network is a great way to share 
Ram Pride with fellow CSU alumni 
wherever you live. Here’s what makes 
the Bay Area Ram Network one of the 
best alumni chapters in the nation!

BAY AREA RAM NETWORK 
BY THE NUMBERS

12,608 CSU ALUMNI IN CALIFORNIA  
 
MORE THAN 3,100 IN THE GREATER 
SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

RAM NETWORK SPOTLIGHT

BAY AREA RAM NETWORK
LARGEST CSU  
ALUMNI POPULATION  
OUTSIDE COLORADO

22 ALUMNI EVENTS  
HELD LAST YEAR

50 ALUMNI AND FAMILY 
MEMBERS ATTENDED CSU  
DAY AT THE OAKLAND ZOO.

With more than 220,000 living CSU 
alumni, there are bound to be fellow Rams 
living near you. For more information 
about existing Ram Networks or how to 
start a new chapter, visit alumni.colostate.
edu/alumni-in-the-nation.

 
ROBY DEMANCHE (’98), 
LIFE MEMBER
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

Roby is the senior director of 
hardware operations at iBeat, a 
startup company launching a smart-
watch biometric health and safety 
monitor that can alert emergency 
services to save lives.

Roby recruits new members and 
coordinates events in San Francisco 
and is his Ram Network’s primary 
point of contact with the Alumni 
Association.

FAVORITE BAY AREA RAM 
NETWORK EVENTS 
Watch parties, traveling to bowl 
games, the Sonny Lubick speaking 
event at Google, networking, and 
CSUnity days of service.

I’M INVOLVED BECAUSE …
“The Bay Area has great energy, 
and our Ram Network involves 
people with such a diverse set of 
backgrounds. We can tap into our 
local CSU support network to find a 
house, a job, or a social connection. 
That’s been amazing.”

MVPS

 
JONATHAN MORGAN (’99), 
LIFE MEMBER
SAN JOSE, CALIF.

Jonathan is director of operations 
planning for Palo Alto Networks, a 
cybersecurity company that helps 
tens of thousands of organizations 
worldwide prevent cyber breaches.

Jonathan coordinates watch parties, 
CSUnity days of service, away games 
at San Jose State, and other events in 
the South Bay Area.

FAVORITE BAY AREA RAM 
NETWORK EVENTS 
Watch parties, away games at San 
Jose State, traveling to bowl games, 
and CSUnity days of service, where he 
joins forces with his company.

I’M INVOLVED BECAUSE …
“I like giving back to my school and 
community, and I enjoy networking, 
the camaraderie, and bringing people 
together to cheer on the Rams. The 
Bay Area Ram Network keeps me 
connected to CSU, and it’s how I met 
one of my best friends.”
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SMITH ALUMNI CENTER
GRAND OPENING - SATURDAY, OCT. 14

THURSDAY, OCT. 12
Distinguished Alumni Awards Dinner

FRIDAY, OCT. 13
50 Year Club Luncheon 
Festival on the Oval 
Homecoming Parade 
Friday Night Lights & Member Reception
(pep rally, bonfire, and lighting of the A)

SATURDAY, OCT. 14
Homecoming 5K Race 
Iris & Michael Smith Alumni Center            
Grand Opening

CSU vs. Nevada Football Game

Download the CSU Alumni App for a complete list of 
events and to create your customized itinerary.

As part of the 2017 Homecoming festivities, the Iris & Michael Smith Alumni Center 
will celebrate its Grand Opening on Saturday, October 14. See below for a list of other 
Homecoming & Family Weekend events: 
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CAM THE RAM

Because no visit to campus 
is complete without an 
obligatory photo op with 

our beloved mascot, the Iris & 
Michael Smith Alumni Center 
is proud to be CAM the Ram’s 
official Game Day home. 
	 Named in 1954 after Colorado 
A&M, and a Colorado State 
University tradition for 
more than 60 years, CAM 
is a constant at University 
events and activities – from 
Homecoming to graduation 
– and, of course, at all home 
games on the gridiron.
	 Stop by to see CAM during 
the CSU Alumni Association 
tailgates held before each 
Saturday home game. You’ll 
find our beloved ram holding 
court in his new “CAM’s Corral” 
on the northeast corner of 
the Smith Alumni Center. The 
picture-perfect space is set 
for selfies and snapshots with 
family and friends, so be sure to 
work some time in to check out 
CAM’s new digs as part of your 
Game Day plans!
	 Thanks to member support, 
even when CAM’s not posing 
for the paparazzi in his new 
space, he’s still under the care 
of the CSU Alumni Association. 
	 The CAM Forever fund 
supports the care, housing, 
and transportation of our 
four-legged mascot. On a 
day-to-day basis, a devoted 
and enthusiastic group of 
student volunteers, known as 
Ram Handlers, ensures our 
Rambouillet gets the attention 
he needs and deserves.	
At right, read more about the 
new class of Ram Handlers we 
welcomed in May. 

 
By Whei Wong Howerton

FIND CAM IN HIS “CORRAL” AT THE SMITH ALUMNI 

CENTER EVERY SATURDAY DURING ALUMNI 

ASSOCIATION TAILGATES BEFORE HOME GAMES.
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CAM THE RAM
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NEW CLASS OF RAM HANDLERS 
Usually sporting blue jeans and 
boots, and often seen driving 
a large trailer around campus 
or accompanying our favorite 
Rambouillet sheep, our Ram 
Handlers are second to none. 

This semester, we welcomed a 
class of 22 Ram Handlers who are 
responsible for escorting CAM the 
Ram to nearly 80 events throughout 
the year, representing the Alumni 
Association and helping Colorado 
State University proudly uphold 
our live mascot tradition. Most 
importantly, this dedicated group of 
students oversees the care of CAM 

– from feeding him every morning 
and night, to cleaning his pen, and 
washing and shearing him to ensure 
he looks his best at events. 

Our volunteer Ram Handlers are 
full-time CSU students who maintain 
at least a cumulative 2.5 GPA, and 
have a willingness to develop their 
leadership skills and agricultural 
craft while actively promoting CSU 
and engaging with fellow students, 
alumni, community, and donors. 

Next time you see the boots and 
blue jeans, be sure to shake the 
hands of those so outfitted, and tell 
them thanks for all they take on for 
the good of our CAM. 

To learn more, or if you know  
a current CSU student interested  
in applying to become a Ram 
Handler, visit: alumni.colostate. 
edu/cam-the-ram. 



Your Legacy 
Colorado State 
University’s Future
Have you considered leaving 
CSU in your will or trust?

Help make a lasting, positive 
impact on graduates and foster 
lifetime CSU connections.

Become a member of the Frontier Legacy Society.

For more information about 
charitable estate planning, 
please call or e-mail  
us at (970) 491-3414 or 
gif tplanning@colostate.edu.

On the off-chance you catch Kim 
Tobin sitting still long enough 
to reminisce about her ties to 

Colorado State University, you’ll quickly 
notice a transformation. Her eyes light 
up a little more. You know she’s talking 
about a place she holds dear. A place she 
considers home.

“There’s really no place we’d  
rather be,” says Kim Tobin.

	 The native Canadian (who still shares 
a small part of her Oval-shaped heart 
with Thunder Bay, Canada) is a current 
CSU doctoral student, an Alumni 
Association Life Member, and CSU’s 
new vice president for University 
Advancement. Tobin, who took on the 
new role July 1, has had a remarkable 
journey; one that’s had her wending her 
way through the Fort Collins campus 
for nearly 15 years. 
	 Hoping to relocate closer to her 

KIM TOBIN

OUR FAMILY

sister’s family in Colorado, in 2003, 
Tobin was in the running for a 
fundraising position with the College 
of Natural Resources (now the Warner 
College of Natural Resources). She 
clearly remembers one particular 
moment on the Oval during a campus 
visit that sealed the deal. As she and 
husband, Len Johnston, meandered 
through, they could picture their 
children – baby Devon at the time, later 
joined by Aidan – running and playing 
among the elms. This is when they 
knew CSU was the place for them.
	 “It just felt right. Those historic elms, 
and how they’re rooted in tradition 
but always getting stronger, always 
reaching higher,” says Tobin. “President 
Frank likes to remind us that they were 
planted generations ago by people 
who knew they would never live long 
enough to enjoy their shade or the 
peacefulness they cast over campus. 
People today reap the benefits. And in 

On June 5, 1884, Libby Coy, George H. Glover, and Leonidas Loomis graduated from 
the State Agricultural College at Fort Collins, becoming the first three members of 

our alumni family. 
 
Since then, the college has grown up to become a world-class University, and 
our family grew to almost a quarter-million alumni living around the world today. 
 

Each alumnus/alumna journey is unique. Each small victory, career achievement, 
new idea, useful invention, and artistic expression distinctive. 

 
Yet, our paths crossed – at different times, but in the same place. 

 
UNITED IN GREEN AND GOLD, WE ARE ONE FAMILY. WE ARE RAMS.



Hewlett Packard and CSU have  
partnered to bring you special  
pricing on HP Business Class  
Products and Services.

Every purchase supports Colorado State University. 
Details are available at alumni.colostate.edu.

Free shipping 
on all orders.

“OUR FAMILY”  
INTERPRETIVE SPACE 
The generosity of many donors, 
alumni, and friends of Colorado 
State University have made the 
new Iris & Michael Smith Alumni 
Center a reality. Among them is 
Kim Tobin and Len Johnston’s 
family. To solidify their ties to 
CSU, they have named the “Our 
Family” interpretive space in 
gratitude to a place that’s been 
so meaningful to their family.

a similar way, we are responsible to do 
the same for future generations.”
	 She’s had many “homes” across 
campus – from temporary spaces 
to off-campus buildings. Each one 
is treasured for its history and 
contribution to the CSU campus. 
	 “Every space, every place, has its 
own personality. It’s been fun getting 
to know the University through the 
spaces I’ve inhabited.”
	 Tobin’s first home was the building 
that houses the Warner College 
of Natural Resources. The facility, 
which is undergoing a long-overdue 
renovation and addition, thanks to 
generous gifts from alumni Michael 
Smith and Ed Warner, will be named 
the Michael Smith Natural Resources 
Building. This is the first expansion 
for the college since the late 1970s, and 
will include a student success center, 
advising and engagement areas, 
classrooms, and computer labs.
	 “The campus is so different now,” 
says Tobin. “Donors and friends of the 
University have helped us transform 
spaces and elevate the student 
experience – the labs, the facilities, the 
programs – are top notch, and people 
who work here are inspiring.”
	 Tobin’s next home was the 
International style Clark building. It 
was here, leading fundraising efforts 
for the College of Liberal Arts for nine 
years, that she started picking up more  
“family” members.
	 “Kim always created a fun family 
atmosphere in CLA Development,” says 
Ann Gill, former dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts, who worked with Tobin. 
“She remembered all the birthdays, 
decorated offices, with results that 
ranged from whimsical to hilarious, 
and brought laughter and an upbeat 
atmosphere to every occasion!”
	 At the same time, Tobin practically 
lived in the University Center for the 
Arts while securing donations for its 
renovation, touring donors through 
the construction site and helping open 
spaces. The UCA, which continues 
to evolve with improvements, more 

galleries, and donor-named spaces, 
will celebrate its 10th anniversary  
in Spring 2018.
	 “The arts are a passion of mine –  as 
an undergrad, I completed a double 
major in arts management and art 
history. Being part of the team that 
reinvigorated the former Fort Collins 
High School, and creating a home for 
creative artistry at CSU, has been one 
of the highlights of my career.” 
	 Finally, she moved to the University 
Services Center on South Howes 
Street, which served students as a 
residence hall in the 1960s, complete 
with a courtyard pool. A student 
herself – Tobin expects to earn her 
Ph.D. in higher education leadership 
this spring – she feels fortunate she 
used Howes as an office space rather 
than a living space, although she 
wouldn’t mind a pool out front.
	 “It’s not the most attractive campus 
building, but it’s about the people 
and work that goes on inside. The 
University Advancement team 
members housed in the building 
are some of finest advancement 
professionals in the nation, and they 
are making a huge impact on the 
University we all love.”
	 Today, she’s fortunate enough that 
her window in the Administration 
Building looks out over that special 
place where it all started – the Oval. 
	 “For me, the Oval is the most 
inspiring space on campus,” says 
Tobin. “It’s beautiful any time of 

CELEBRATING DAVE AND PAULA EDWARDS’ HONORARY DEGREES 
IN MAY 2014. L-R: PAULA EDWARDS, AIDAN JOHNSTON, LEN 
JOHNSTON, DEVON JOHNSTON, KIM TOBIN, DAVE EDWARDS

THE TOBIN JOHNSTON FAMILY TOURING THE NEW STADIUM 
FACILITIES IN APRIL 2017.

year. It’s a place where I feel deeply 
connected to the history of CSU, our 
land-grant mission, and our values 
around providing access to a world-
class education.”
	 A powerful reminder of what 
matters, and what helps make a place 
feel like home. 

 
By Whei Wong Howerton
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MUCH OF TOBIN’S WORK IN THE COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS FOCUSED 
ON THE RENOVATION OF THE UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR THE ARTS. 
FOLLOWING CONSTRUCTION, THE EDNA RIZLEY GRIFFIN CONCERT 
HALL HELD ITS OPEN HOUSE IN 2004.
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On the evening of May 8, 1970, CSU 
political science major Tim Schultz 

(’72) gathered with a group of graduate 
students, helpless to act, as they watched 
Old Main burn out of control. By the time 
firefighters arrived, it was too late to save the 
iconic building that had been a mainstay on 
campus for more than 90 years.
	 According to Colorado State University 
library archives, Old Main was constructed 
in 1878 as the second building on campus, 
and it played an important role in the history 
of CSU. Old Main housed the boardroom 
where President Elijah Edwards and the 
State Board of Agriculture determined the 
first courses of study; the classrooms where 
the first students and professors gathered; 
the gymnasium where members of the 1903 
women’s basketball team honed their skills 
to clinch the University’s first athletics 
championship; and the auditorium where 
William Jennings Bryan and John Phillip 
Sousa commanded the stage. It was also 
home to the 450-pound Old Main Bell that 
would ring in the start of each school day – 
that is, until it was stolen from the belfry as 
a fraternity prank in 1919. (Read about the 
bell’s return, 98 years later, on page 16.) 
	 While it was a tragedy to lose Old Main to 
arson, the graduate students standing next 
to Schultz on that fateful night lost a lot 
more than memories.  
	 “This was before computers, and their 
thesis papers were in that building,” says 
Schultz, who remembers the students’ 
devastation as they watched years of hard 
work go up in flames.
	 James Hansen’s book, Democracy’s College 
in the Centennial State: A History of Colorado 
State University, chronicles the events leading 
up to the blaze. On April 30, 1970, President 
Nixon announced an American-South 
Vietnam invasion of Cambodia as a strategy 
to shorten the Vietnam War. The president’s 
policy intensified the anti-war movement on 
college campuses across the United States, 
including Kent State University where four 

student protesters were killed and  
others wounded by Ohio National 
Guardsmen on May 4.
	 According to Hansen’s book and library 
archives, CSU campus activists responded to 
these events by calling for a student strike on 
May 7 and 8, which received strong support 
from faculty. Many classes were boycotted, 
and the students and instructors who 
continued to meet focused their class time 
on war-related discussions.
	 During the student strike, activists held 
a rally in the Student Center Plaza, and a 
group of 2,000 protestors marched on City 
Hall to make their anti-war voices heard. As 
a political science major, Schultz participated 
in both the rally and the march to witness 
history in the making. “I wanted to just see it 
and understand it,” says Schultz.

several CSU buildings to guard them from 
possible anti-war vandalism.
	 Adding to the growing tensions and 
upheaval on campus, male students were 
required to register with Selective Service, 
and Schultz was eventually drafted. After 
taking his final class at CSU, he reported 
to Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri to start 
his six-year military obligation in the 
Army Reserve. But as luck would have it, 
Schultz would not go to war. 
	 After graduating from CSU in 1972 
with a B.A. in political science, Schultz 
returned home to Colorado’s Western 
Slope where he involved himself in local 
and county government.
	 Years later, Schultz served in a variety of 
state leadership roles including executive 
director of the Colorado Department of 
Local Affairs, chairman of the Colorado 
Economic Development Commission, 
chairman of the Colorado Wildlife 
Commission, and Colorado Commissioner 
of Agriculture.
	 In 1995, Schultz became the executive 
director of the Boettcher Foundation, a 
Denver-based philanthropy that strives 
to keep and cultivate the brightest minds 
in Colorado. Schultz recently retired 
from Boettcher leaving behind a 22-year 
legacy of thoughtful leadership and an 
endowment worth $287 million. 
	 Schultz’s legacy at Boettcher also 
includes eight capital grants made to CSU, 
worth $1.6 million, to help build several 
new mainstays on campus, including 
the University Center for the Arts; CSU’s 
Agricultural Research, Development 
and Education Center; and the new CSU 
Health and Medical Center.
	 Schultz, so helpless to save Old Main 
nearly 50 years ago, is now known for 
his passion to rebuild struggling rural 
economies across Colorado and, as a Ram, 
he will always be remembered for the 
important role he played in building a 
better future for CSU.

 
By Becky Jensen (’93)

	 On the evening of May 8, a special 
concert was held as part of the organized 
student moratorium. Hansen writes in his 
book, “These activities remained singularly 
free of violence until Friday evening, when, 
with the concert in progress, one or more 
arsonists put the torch to Old Main and 
unsuccessfully attempted to burn down 
the ROTC Firing Range Building as well.”
	 In the days following the incident, 
Schultz joined a group of students, 
including ROTC cadets, to camp out in 

THE AFTERMATH OF THE OLD MAIN FIRE, 1970
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OLD MAIN FALLS AS  
ACTIVISM FLARES  

DURING THE VIETNAM WAR
PHOTOS COURTESY OF TIM SCHULTZ

OLD MAIN BURNING: AS SEEN THROUGH EYES OF AN ALUMNUS
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For more information and to view our full 
list of trips, visit www.alumni.colostate.edu

TIMELESS BEAUTIES

Barcelona to Monte Carlo
May 2-10, 2018

The Riviera welcomes you into the relaxed 
Mediterranean lifestyle on this luxury 
cruise through Southern Europe.

GEMS OF THE DANUBE

Prague to Budapest
May 14—May 24, 2018

The Danube River has shaped not only the 
beautiful European landscape, but also the 
histories of the diverse regions it flows through. 

T r a v e l  P r o g r a m
Ramblin’ Rams

Proud sponsor of CAM the Ram

SUPPORT 
CAM 
FOREVER. 

Give now at alumni.colostate.edu
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OLD MAIN BELL RINGS AGAIN

OUR HOME
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CSU ALUMNI ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR KRISTI BOHLENDER  WITH THE HENRY SISTERS PRIOR TO THEIR INAUGURAL BELL RINGING

On Aug. 26, for a few short minutes, 
the Henry girls – Linda, Kathleen 

and Sharon – were kids again.
	 They each grabbed the rope, and 
together, they joyously rekindled a 
century-old tradition by ringing the 
Old Main Bell prior to the inaugural 
game at Colorado State University’s 
new stadium.
	 “It was a great thrill to ring the bell, 
and we were having a wonderful 
time,” said Sharon Crangle, the baby 
of the family at age 66. “We had lots 
of friends and family there, so it was a 
really memorable occasion.”
	 The bell, reclaimed recently following 
a 98-year absence, now hangs in the 
Jim and Nadine Henry Family Tower 
outside the Iris & Michael Smith 
Alumni Center. The tower was named 
for Jim and Nadine, who were honored 
as “Alumni of the Century” in 2000 for 

their decades of passionate support of 
their alma mater.
	 Their children – Sharon, Kathleen 
Henry, Linda Henry, and Denzel 
Henry – were approached by Kristi 
Bohlender, executive director of the 
Alumni Association, about naming the 
tower after their parents. The children 

– all CSU alumni, and all CSU Alumni 
Association Life Members – quickly 
agreed. (Denzel was unable to attend 
the ceremony.)
	 We jumped on that with both feet,” 
Sharon said. “It was a chance to keep 
our parents’ legend alive. I think they 
would be very, very honored. They had 
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a great love for this University and we 
(children) are trying to carry on what 
they started.”
	 The bell tradition dates to 1910, 
when leaders at CSU – then Colorado 
Agricultural College – purchased a 
bell to signal the start of classes each 
day. The bell eventually was placed 
in the belfry at Old Main, the first 
significant building on campus.
	 By 1915, students had launched 
a new tradition: ringing the bell 
following football victories. The bell 
usually rang until midnight and 
became somewhat of a nuisance to 
residents living near campus. Perhaps 
that explains why, in about 1919, the 
bell was silenced by what was first 
reported to be a stolen clapper.
	 It was revealed recently, however, 
that the bell was actually stolen by 
members of a campus fraternity. 

The crime was never reported; the bell 
was forgotten by all but a few with 
knowledge of its location.
	 Fast-forward to 2015, when CSU 
announced plans to build the stadium 
and attach a much-needed home for 
alumni. An anonymous source contacted 
Bohlender and asked if CSU would be 
interested in having the bell returned. 
Bohlender enthusiastically agreed – with 
a promise that CSU would not seek to 
punish anyone associated with the bell’s 
disappearance or subsequent storage.
	 As it turns out, the bell had been 
hidden in three separate locations over 
the years. First, buried on a farm not far 
from Fort Collins for more than 50 years. 
Then, hidden in a house near campus. 
Finally, it was stored on a ranch about 50 
miles from campus.
	 When the bell was returned, it was 
remarkably well-preserved, save for a 

missing clapper and a broken yoke. 
Representatives from Associated 
Students of Colorado State University 
agreed to pay to have the bell 
refurbished, and the fully restored bell 
was returned to campus earlier this year.
	 While the Henry siblings were the 
first official bell ringers, it wasn’t long 
before students could revive their 
post-victory tradition. After the Rams 
opened their season with an impressive 
58-27 win over Oregon State, former 
ASCSU President Daniela Pineda Soraca, 
Edward Kendall, and Mike Lensky – 
all prominent in the bell restoration 
process – enthusiastically rang the bell 
for two minutes.
	 “This is a great tradition,” Sharon said. 
“I’m sure my parents were looking down 
with big smiles on their faces.”

 
By Tony Phifer

“We jumped on that with both feet. It was a chance to keep our 
parents’ legend alive. I think they would be very, very honored.”

Colorado State University’s Main Campus is one square mile of home. It’s where 
“nice to meet you” on move-in day becomes a lifelong friendship. It’s a zillion 
cups of coffee in the student center that add up to a major. It’s a group study 

session that starts in Morgan Library and ends in Old Town. It’s Moby Madness, 
Orange Outs, the Fight Song, and one very loud cannon.

 
IT’S WHERE YOU BECAME YOU, AND WHERE WE BECAME RAMS. 

 
Most of all, it’s the place where a parallel row of American elm trees bisecting  

an oval remind us we are not the first to walk these paths, nor the last. 
 

THIS PLACE WILL ALWAYS FEEL LIKE HOME.
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OUR IMPACT

PAINT THE A PHOTO WITH 
CUTLINE

Members Maintaining Tradition: Paint the A
This year, the A was scheduled to receive its fresh 
coat before students returned to campus, allowing 
CSU Alumni Association members to fill their shoes, 
taking part again in the treasured tradition. 
 
The A’s story began Dec. 4, 1923, when freshmen 
whitewashed the A, starting an annual rite that 
became part of the incoming class’s induction into 
the Aggie — and then Rams — family.
 
Alumni who come back to campus for 
Homecoming & Family Weekend this year can 
see the A in all its glory on Friday, Oct. 13, during 
the Friday Night Lights pep rally, which includes 
a bonfire and illumination of the A. Visit the 
Homecoming website for details.

PAINTING THE A

The Green & Gold Gala is Denver’s premier 
celebration of Colorado State University and 
a fundraiser for the Metro Denver Scholarship. 
As a gateway to graduation, the Metro Denver 
Scholarship allows students facing hardship in 
their final years at CSU to complete their degrees. 
Participating in the gala can make a direct and 
lasting impact on the lives of CSU students!

2017 Gala Stats:
• $132,413 raised 
• 480 people attended
• 4 Metro Denver Scholarships awarded

GREEN & GOLD GALA

“STALWART” signifies more than resolute determination. It describes a 
particular kind of strength. Strength built on the class credits of passion, 
excellence, and knowledge put to work for others. Strength rooted in tradition 
and reinforced through pride well-earned.  
 

Stalwart is the adjective that puts steel in our backs when it’s time to make 
passion practical. Time to do better than our best. Time to make an impact. 
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120 PROJECTS  
SINCE INCEPTION

CELEBRATING  20 
YEARS OF CSUNITY

70 VOLUNTEERS 
PARTICIPATED IN 2017

APPROXIMATELY 
2,000 STUDENTS 
PARTICIPATED IN 2017

1 ,240 ALUMNI 
VOLUNTEERS  
SINCE INCEPTION

CSUNITY
A NATIONAL 
TRADITION OF 
SERVICE

CSUnity is  Colorado State 

Univers i ty ’s  nat ionwide 

alumni  day of  service and 

a col lect ive force for  good. 

Every spr ing,  CSU alumni 

across the country come 

together and make an 

impact  with service projects 

that  improve communit ies 

and change l ives.

20
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS  
JAN. 1-AUG. 25, 2017
 
Karen L. Allspach, ’80
Kristen M. Anderson, ’87
Frank and Tracy, ’96,  Baszler
David K., ’73, and Karen Beede
Nasrin Begum, ’90
Linette H. Bennett
Darrell E. Blair, ’97
John D. Blaskovich, ’86
Allan J., ’90, and Lisa A. Bliesmer
Brook D., ’88, and Karen M. Boehler
Clare M. Boehler, ’17
Ted, ’75, ’76, and Jill A., ’95, Borst
Robert P. Bowling, ’08, and  
 Isis R., ’11, DiLoreti
Larry S., ’88, and  
 Anntheresa, ’89, Buckendorf
Andrew T. Cameron, ’00
Jacqueline R. Carver, ’86, ’90
Sean and Megan Cheese
Jason C. and Jeannette M., ’91,  
	 Crawshaw
Chadwick Creech, ’14
Robert E. Deshon Jr., ’78
Michael J., ’92, and  
	 Dianne B. Doddridge
Tracey A. Dutson, ’04
D. Allan, ’69, ’75, and Janet L.  Eddy
Pamela M. Eppler, ’16
Keith C. Finkral, ’67
Matthew J. Flick, ’11
Matthew A. Flood, ’11

Aliyar Fouladkhah, ’09, ’13
Roger L. Gershaw, ’65
David J. Hachigian, ’01, and Nanette, ’01,   
 Domenici-Hachigian
Mason B., ’97, and Kelly S., ’00, Hansen
Laird B., ’89, and Michele R., ’89, Heikens
Margaret N. Henry, ’81, ’91
Wyandt and Hilary T., ’07, Holmes
Robert F.  and Barbara J. Hoel
John S., ’85, and Susan M., ’85, Hopko
Kristin R. Hrenchir, ’04
Derek Huffman and Chelsea L., ’14, Mann
Robert E. Jackson, ’04
Dereck W. Jacobsen, ’12
Sharon L. Johnson, ’62, ’90 
Jeffrey A. Kahl, ’97
Haley C. Katz
Jarrod W., ’05, and Nicole K., ’04, Kilburn
Jacob A. Kimiecik, ’16
Kari Kubista, ’16
Kevin L. Kuhnen, ’06, ’17
Laura C. Maldonado, ’10
Donald W., ’71, and Carol L. Marostica
Tiffani E. Masar, ’95
Randy L. Matsushima, ’74
Brian J. McCoy, ’98
Peter F., ’05, and Keely, ’03,  Mendicino
Maxwell J. Merriman, ’17
David A. Michel, ’17
Linda J. Miner, ’92
John A. Murdock, ’98
Morgan W. Murphy, ’17
Carol L. Noon, ’10
Atherly S. Pennybaker, ’17

Dale D. Peterson, ’64
Spencer C. Powers-Ackley, ’14
Mark T. Riccardi, ’99, ’09
Curtis R. and Nancy A., ’82, Richardson
Kathleen F. Risser, ’15
Michael J. Rowe, ’98, and  
 Traci L., ’03, McBee Rowe
Ryan M., ’07, and Courtney S. Rusler
Barry A. Rutberg, ’89
Gary M. Salomon, ’79
Darren M., ’03, and  
 Vanessa, ’02, Santistevan
Evan J. Siebenmorgen, ’16, and  
 Jennie L., ’16, White
Sidney E. Simonson, ’09
Gordon Smith
James K. Smith, ’95
Luke R. Smith, ’04, and Melissa A., ’05,  
 Menges Smith
Randall T. Smith, ’94
Stephen R. Smith, ’67, ’70
Randall L. Snook, ’83
Patricia A. Snopkowski, ’02
Daniel N. Steinheimer, ’95
Penfield W. III, ’78, and Paulette F. Tate
Travis D. Tucker, ’09
Peter C., ’04, and Alissa A., ’04, Vlcek
Becki L. Watson, ’87
Stefan L. Wenger, ’95
Jordan L. Wieda, ’08, ’17
Kevin J. Wixson, ’06
Zachary A. Zeilik, ’14
Kirsten D. Zimmerle, ’17



As a graduate of Colorado State 
University you could save on 
auto and renters insurance.1

Valid through January 10, 2018.

When you protect your possessions, you’re really protecting the  
things that make you, you. Let Liberty Mutual Insurance keep you 
covered, with benefits like Home Computer Endorsement,2 
Accident Forgiveness3 and a Multi-Policy Discount — so you can 
focus on doing what you love, at home and on the road. 

Save up to $509  
on Auto Insurance4

Renters Insurance  
as low as $20/month5

Join thousands of qualified customers already saving:

So you can 
snap on, post on
and explore on.

 Call     844-877-1125   for a free quote.  

Client # 101163   

This organization receives financial support for allowing Liberty Mutual to offer this auto and home insurance program.
1 Discounts and savings are available where state laws and regulations allow, and may vary by state. To the extent permitted by law, applicants are individually underwritten; not all 
applicants may qualify. 2 With our optional Home Computer Endorsement, we will cover up to $10,000 for your computers and smartphones, subject to a $50 deductible.
3 For qualifying customers only. Accident forgiveness is subject to terms and conditions of Liberty Mutual’s underwriting guidelines. Not available in CA and may vary by state.
4 Average annual savings based on countrywide survey of new customers from 8/1/15 to 8/1/16 who reported saving from prior premiums when they switched to Liberty Mutual. 
Savings comparison does not apply in MA.
5 The figure was based on the average premium for renters policies written between 5/14/14 - 4/30/15. 
Coverage provided and underwritten by Liberty Mutual Insurance and its affiliates, 175 Berkeley Street, Boston, MA 02116. Liberty Mutual Insurance is licensed in all 50 states and 
the District of Columbia. All rights reserved.

15-AFF-136764 Affinity: Millennial Toolkit
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AN APP FOR

Stay connected to your alma mater the same 
way you do everything else – on your phone!

The new CSU Alumni app features:  
• Digital membership card with 	  
	 access to benefits and discounts
• Game Day activities 

• Event calendar for Rams everywhere
• Alumni, athletics, and campus updates
• Access to the Career Center and  
	 Handshake (job search tool)

Search “CSU Alumni Association” 
to download today!


